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A CHAROE, 



By AiJiXANDEB Fbnsosb Fobbeb, D.C.L., Bishop op 
Bbbchin.* 



If the night in the month Abib, When God 
smote " Egypt with their first-bom/' and ^^ all 
the hosts of the Lord went out from the land 
of Egypt/* was one "much to be observed 
unto the Lord by all the children of Israel in 
their generations/* and accordingly graven in 
the national heart by means of sacrament^ in- 
stitution^ and holy song^ there is another night 
of far deeper mystery and more copious bene- 
diction^ the very thought of which fills the soul 
of the Christian with a subdued and chastened 
tenderness^ and with awful and adoring thanks- 
giving. It is that of which it is written, " He 
then, having received the sop, went immediately 
out, and it was night/* (S. John xiii. 30.) 

' Addressed to the Annnal Synod of the Diocese, sum- 
moned to meet at Brechin, on Wednesday, August 6th, 
1863. 
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It is impossible for finite intelligence to enter 
into the depths of the wondrons words and 
more wondrous actions which signalise that 
long^ weary night of watching^ from the hour 
when, the even being come, " He sat down with 
the disciples," till the grey dawn of the morn- 
ing finds the Redeemer of all men captive in 
the palace of the High Priest, besmeared with 
the bloody sweat, betrayed, forsaken, denied, 
buffeted, and smitten. If we may speak with 
the utmost reverence, as His Passion approaches, 
the Divine Victim rises to the occasion. His 
actions, in kind similarly to all His other ac- 
tions, but in degree more intensely, become sa- 
cramental. He dips the sop in the dish, that 
the Scripture of the treason might be ac- 
complished. (Ps. xli. 9.) He washes the feet 
of His disciples, to give them an ensample of 
humility. He institutes the blessed Sacrament 
of His Body and Blood under the forms of 
bread and wine, that He, Who was so soon 
locally to ascend to heaven, should, after a su- 
pernatural and sacramental manner, remain 
personally to bless His people to the end of the 
world. 

And if such be His actions. His words unfold 
the deepest mysteries of the kingdom, and ma- 
nifest His most esoteric doctrine — nay, reveal 
the sacred recesses of His own most holy. Heart. 



and Sacrctmental Actions. 3 

The law of love — the true and only source of 
Christian consolation — the revelation of the 
Father — ^the promise of the Comforter — ^the 
inherence of the branch in the true Vine — the 
assurance of the world's hatred and persecution 
— the law of acceptable prayer, and, in spite of 
the proximate fall of the disciples, the eventual 
conquest of the world — these themes have in- 
fused themselves into the very spirit of Christi- 
anity, as its subtlest and most perfect essence. 
But as His hour approaches, the occasion mas- 
ters all else. He ceases to speak to His dis- 
ciples. He breaks forth into oral prayer to His 
Eternal Father. He manifests a specimen of 
that eternal intercourse and intercession which, 
as the Divine Word, He has ever maintained 
with Him, and which He was so soon to per- 
fect by means of an immolated humanity. And 
what is the sum of His prayer? What but 
Unity! — Unity with God through Christ-t 
Unity among men in Christ. The ineffable 
archetypal Unity and circumincession of the Fa- 
ther and the Son is suggested as the model of 
the Unity among Christians, and the continu- 
ance of the faith in the Divine Mission of the 
Eternal Son is, so to speak, staked upon the 
maintenance of the Unity among Christians, 
" that they also may be One in Us, that the 
world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.'' 
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groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord/' 
(Eph. ii. 14, 16, 20, 21.) 

"The unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace,^^ as illustrated primarily in the revela- 
tion of the mystery that the Gentiles should be 
fellow-heirs of the same body, and partakers of 
the promises in Christ by the Gospel, leads 
on, as a consequence, to the assertion that 
" there ^ one body and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling— one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and 
Father of all. Who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all/' What Holy Scripture 
thus teaches, the Church from the beginning 
hath borne witness to, and taught with autho- 
rity. Even before the addition to the great 
Eastern Creed — " I believe one Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church^' — S. Cyprian had borne 
witness to the necessity of Unity ; and the un- 
happy schism of the Donatists directed the 
thoughts of the great S. Augustine to the ques- 
tion, and in his controversial books against 
them we find laid down some of those prin- 
ciples which govern the question. 

And what Holy Scripture and the Church 
thus testify to commends itself to us all by a 
priori reason. If our Blessed Lord vouchsafed 
a revelation to man, by the very terms it must 
be an external message. If God gave an ex- 



j1 priori Arffumentfar Visible Unity. 7 

ternal message^ it must have been committed, 
no matter whether in the form of a book or of 
a verbal message, to certain custodiers. These 
custodiers must, of necessity, form one corpo- 
rate body, bound (not without special assistance 
from on high) to hand on their deposit as they 
received it from generation to generation, each 
individual being jealously watched by the rest, 
as to the matter of faithfulness. Expulsion 
from the community must be the necessary 
consequence of a faithless performance of this 
duty in the event of any tampering with the 
truth ; so that, regarding the Church in its as- 
pects as " the witness and keeper of Holy Scrip- 
ture,^* as that " which hath authority in contro- 
versies of faith,'' we arrive at the idea of Unity 
from the very necessity of the case. The doc- 
trine of Unity, you will recollect, is well ex- 
plained by our own great theologian. Bishop 
Pearson, who divides the idea of Unity into 
unity of origination, unity of faith, unity of 
Sacraments, unity of hope, unity of charity, 
unity of regiment and discipline. 

Or, if we rise into the higher and more tran- 
scendental view of the Church as "the Body of 
Christ,'' and the Pleroma, i.e., "the Fulness" 
or Complement " of Him Who fiUeth all things," 
then, in the words of a great theologian re- 
cently deceased, we arrive at this result : " Truth 
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A priori Argument 



we cannot conceive other than as one^ and the 
same holds good of Christian truth. The Son 
of 6oD^ our Redeemer^ is a distinct Being : He 
is what He is^ and none other. Eternally like 
unto Himself^ constantly one and the same. 
Not in vain do the Holy Scriptures connect all 
this with His Person ; the more they do this, 
the more important is it to conceive Him ex- 
actly as He really is. Certain it is that every 
error in relation to His Person exercises a more 
or less injurious influence on the piety and virtue 
of its possessor : whereas a right knowledge of 
His Person forms the surest and most solid 
basis of a holy and happy life. In like manner 
will the pure appropriation of His work, by and 
in our soulsj produce the richest, most substan- 
tial, and fairest fruit ; while any falsification of 
that work, in any one respect, is sure to be at- 
tended with injurious consequences to practical 
life. As Christ therefore is one, and His work 
is one in itself, as accordingly there is one truths 
and truth only maketh free, so He can have 
willed but one Churchy for the Church rests on 
the basis of belief in Him, and hath eternally 
to announce Him and His work. On the other 
hand, the human mind is everywhere the same, 
and always, and in all places, created for truth, 
and the one truth. Its essential spiritual wants, 
amid all the changing relations of time and 



fw Visible Unity. 9 

place^ remain eternally the same : we are all 
sinners^ and stand in need of grace^ and the 
faith which one has embraced in the filial sim- 
plicity of his hearty another cannot outgrow, 
though he be gifted with the subtlest intellect, 
and possess all the accumulated wisdom which 
the genius of man, in every zone, and in every 
period of his history, may have produced. Thus 
the oneness of the human spirit, as well as the 
oneness of truth, which is the food of spirits, 
justifies the notion of One visible Church/* 

But the question of Unity does not stand by 
itself. In our Lord^s prayer the result sought 
is a universal faith — " That the world may be- 
lieve that Thou hast sent Me^^ — the means are 
the Unity of the disciples, but this Unity itself 
is dependent on another Unity, the Unity of 
the disciples with God in Christ — " that they 
also may be one in Us/' Now, union in God 
is only another word for holiness, so that the 
two notes of the true Church — unity and sanc- 
tity — stand and fall together. When the holi- 
ness of the Church has waxed cold, the power 
of Unity has weakened also, as we may witness 
in the history of the scandals which brought on 
the Reformation. Every sin on the part of any 
Christian tends by so much to injure the sanc- 
tity of Christendom, and by so much impairs 
Unity: and, on the other hand, every good 
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work done under Divine grace^ tends to swell 
the aggregate of the results of grace^ and there- 
fore goes to give coherence to the mass of Chris- 
tian ideas^ a coherence which must eventually 
develope into a corporate expression of oneness. 

And if this be ao, the opposite aspect of the 
proposition is true also. In proportion as Unity 
has been broken^ sanctity has waxed cold. Dis- 
persion has caused a chilly and the separate 
members of the body cease to receive heat &om 
those which do not touch them. Unity of faith 
and holiness of life are interdependent and pro- 
portionate. This is made plain to us in many 
parts of Scripture. " If any man will do the 
will of My Father^ he shall know of the doc- 
trine.^' ^^But ye have an unction firom the 
Holy One, and know all things.^' '^ Why do ye 
not understand My speech? even because ye 
cannot hear (in the sense of obey) My word." 
'^ But the anointing which ye have received of 
Him abideth in you, and ye need not that any 
man teach you : but, as the same anointing 
teacheth you all things, and is truth, and is no 
lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall 
abide in it.'' 

But, now, what is the aspect of the Christian 
world in these respects ? How very far short 
do we come in fulfilling the precepts of our good 
Master, either in the way of Unity or of Sane- 



The Shortcomings qfMen. 11 

t 
tity ! To look out upon mankind is to marvel I 

and to. mourn. What a subject of grief for a | 

Christian philosopher is the consideration of the 
mass of sin contained in any of our great cities ! j 

Nor does the country, with its coarse vices and 
petty jealousies, refresh one more by its con- 
templation. Why is it that the moment we 
emerge from the thought of the beauty of the 
Eosmos, and the regularity of the physical 
world, into the realm of free-will and respon- 
sibility, at once the blight of sorrow falls upon 
us, and we have to contemplate the image of God 
defiled and marred by sin ? And if it pains us 
who so little estimate its intense malignity, 
think how the stench of man's sin rising from 
the reeking cauldron of festering humanity must 
o£fend the nostrils of God ! " O thou Adam ! 
what hast thou done ? for, though it was thou 
that sinned, thou art not fallen alone, but we 
all that come of thee.'' 

And so in the matter of religion : how dif- 
ferent a picture is presented to us by the Chris- 
tian confessions from the Divine original of 
our Saviour's prayer. On every side war 
without — dissension within. Missions to the 
heathen, if not notorious failures, bear no pro- 
portion to the labour expended on them. Gene- 
rally, the popular religious ideas are making an 
undignified retreat before the advance of certain 
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12 Infidelity must become more pronounced. 

physical knowledge. In Germany^ the great 
focus of modem thought^ we behold the lists 
staked out^ and an enlightened Christian philo- 
sophy barely holding its own against the ag- 
gression of the rankest infidelity ; while in Eng- 
land and Scotland^ the reception of " Essays 
and Reviews/' and of Bishop Colenso's exegesis 
of the Old Testament^ is revealing the amount 
of actual scepticism which has been underlying 
the crust of respectability which coats the re- 
ligious thought of the country. Neither can 
we believe that matters will remain as they are. 
They will undoubtedly become worse, if a re- 
medy be not supplied. The rash criticism which 
has hitherto contented itself with attacking the 
morality of the elder covenant, is now, under 
the guidance of that fallen angel Benan, at- 
tacking the sanctity of the House of Nazareth, 
and they who have till now permitted them- 
selves to doubt the Old Scriptures of God, in 
the belief that they may still preserve a vague 
and shadowy faith that clings to the historic 
Person of the Redeemer, are discovering to 
their cost, that they who doubt Moses must, 
by logical sequence, doubt the " Prophet like 
unto him,'' and that, to strip " the Law and 
the Prophets" of their Divine personality, is to 
invade the incommunicable attributes of Him 
to whom they bear witness. That, in the end. 
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the trutli will triumph, we may rest assured. 
Many souls will make shipwreck, but against 
the Church of which our Lord said, '^ Thou 
art Peter, and on this rock I build My Church,'* 
we have His Divine assurance that " the gates 
of hell shall not prevail/*^ At no crisis in the 
Church has the man been wanting to vindicate 
the truth of the revelation of God. Already 
the suggestion of the doubts of revelation id 
raising up an array of learned scholars, who are 
careftdly sifting the different questions — distin- 
guishing what is of faith from what is mere 
opinion — and bringing the stores of human 
learning of every kind to corroborate the argu- 
ment in favour of God's truth. A truer meta- 
physical science is in the ascendant, recognizing, 
as an essential principle of the operations of 
thought, the existence of supernatural factors. 
The very laws of physics and of the constitution 
of things are throwing new light upon the rela- 
tions between man and the sacraments. Deeper 
and truer views of the end of life, and the pur- 
pose of man's being, colour even the transitory 
literature of the day, and one may draw a happy 
augury of the event of the battle from the very 
difference of the nature of the weapons which 
Satan uses now, as compared with the days of 
Paine and Voltaire. Then the biting jibe and 
^ See Biflhop Pearson on the Creed, edit. 1683, p. 336. 
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What Faith is. 



hidden sarcasm were the trenchant weapons by 
which -the truth was attacked. Now the assault 
is made in the guise of a pietistic sentimen- 
talism^ and men maunder on about " a Christ 
which is humanity/' and have the decency to 
veil their Pantheism in a Gnostic vagueness of 
Scriptural expression. 

But all this does not touch the root of the 
tnatter. An answer appealing to the intellect 
may help to solve a mental difficulty^ but it 
may fail to touch the inner substance of the 
convictions. We must ever remember that 
the essence of justifying faith is that it is be- 
lief upon authority. It is not sufficient that a 
truth satisfies our reason that we should believe 
it^ for all belief implies a certain submission of 
the soul to an external authority^ inwrought by 
the Holy Ghost^ and intimately aflFected by the 
moral condition of the believer in the sight of 
God. We cannot find this authority in the 
Holy Scripture itself^ though the Holy Scrip- 
ture is the foundation-stone of the faith^ for we 
are at once met by the question, What is the 
Scripture? Why is the Epistle of S. James 
canonical, and that of S. Barnabas not so? 
How can a set of treatises, strung unsystemati- 
cally together, vouch for each other's inspira- 
tion ? We are, therefore, by the necessities of 
the case, driven to the Church which our Arti- 



The ultimate Authority. 16 

cles describe as "the witness and keeper of 
Holy Writ/' and which S. Paul terms " the 
pillar and ground of the truth/' The Personal 
Christ and His Complement or " fulness" — 
the Church — become the starting-points whence 
springs all religious conviction. The Divine 
Truths incarnate in the Son of God made man^ 
and exhibited and perpetuated in His mystical 
body^ the Churchy is manifested as an outward 
and visible form^ and thus becomes, till the end 
of the world, the ultimate authority in religion 
— the living exposition of the faith. Hence 
you will observe that anything which impairs 
the authority of the Church must affbct the 
ground of faith. If our proposition be true 
that the unity as well as the sanctity which 
God intended to characterize His Church have 
been impaired by the depraved exercise of the 
free will of man — if it be a sad truth that, for 
the sins of Christendom, the Church of God 
has, for nearly a thousand years, been rent by 
the division of the East and West — not to speak 
of the dissensions of the sixteenth century — 
then you will see how closely the question of 
the restoration of unity connects itself with the 
restoration of belief. We are brought back to 
our Saviour's prayer — "That they also may 
be One in us ; that the world may believe that 
Thou hast sent Me." 
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The necessity of unity being so patent, not 
only firom the nature of the case, but from the 
express letter of Holy Scripture, and, on the 
other hand, the actual appearance of Christen- 
dom being so contrary to its theory, we must 
not be surprised that men, from two opposite 
poles of religious thought, have propounded a 
theory of unity, each of which deserves a pass- 
ing consideration. 

The first of these is the unity of Latitudina- 
rianism or Syncretism, which would bring all 
Christians together on the basis that Chris- 
tianity contains no one definite message, creed, 
or system; but that every man^s vie%r of re- 
vealed religion is acceptable to Gob, if he acts 
up to it, and that all that we have to do is to 
hold in sincerity our own view of religious 
truth. Now, a theory of unity founded on this 
assumption must necessarily fail, from the fact 
that the assumption is emphatically untrue. 
If God has given a revelation, the subject of 
that revelation must of necessity be the one 
only truth, and it becomes binding upon our 
conscience and mind because it is revealed. It 
may be a question which of two doctrines is re- 
vealed — but one or other must be right. Two 
opposite views cannot be equally well-pleasing 
to God. 

Another phase of the same theory is that 
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which holds to what are termed '^the essen- 
tials^' of the Gospel. Men admit that Chris- 
tianity is a definite system^ but they confine 
the thought of it to one or two leading doc- 
trines which, they say, make up the whole 
Gospel. Thus, with some the atonement ,* with 
others, justification; with a third party, the 
necessity of belonging to the visible Church ; 
with a fourth, the theory of Christian love; 
with a fifth, the acceptance of the fact of the 
resurrection of Christ is maintained to be the 
kernel of the Gospel, and all that needs to be 
received. This phase, though more plausible 
and reverent than the purer and simpler Lati- 
tudinarianism, fails in this — 1st, That it is im- 
possible to get many people to agree upon what 
is this supposed central truth ; and, 2nd, that 
we have no right, as finite and imperfect beings 
sitting in judgment on a message from God, 
to determine what is important, what not 
important, in such a matter. The Divine Sa- 
viour significantly warns us against an un- 
faithful practice of the *^ least of His command- 
ments,'' and, assuming that we did know the 
greater or the lesser of His revelations, the 
same merciful advice would apply to *^the least 
of His'' doctrines. The union of Christians on 
such a basis as this must fail, if only from its 
unfaithfulness to the revealed truth. 
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The Church of Rome. 



The other solution of the qaestion is to point 
to the nnity of the Church of Rome ; and no 
one can deny that the aspect she presents in 
this respect is striking^ claiming^ as she does^ 
her subjects in every clime^ race, and civiliza- 
tion ; but, imposing as the sight is, it only serves 
to show how wonderful would be the result if 
the Divine Saviour's prayer were not thwarted 
by the ill correspondence of mankind. One 
cannot but feel that that is but an imperfect 
imity which does not comprehend the grand 
old Church of the East, so venerable in her tra- 
ditions, so rigid in her maintenance of the de- 
posit. That unity must be insufficient which, 
in view of the domination of the great Anglo- 
Saxon race, and its actual place in the civiliza- 
tion of the world, has failed to touch the Church 
which, in its strength and its weakness alike, is 
the expression of its devotion and faith. Nor 
can a unity be said to be complete which does 
not assimilate with itself all that is good and 
pious in the Protestant bodies. In the face of 
the comparative failure of Christian missions, 
in view of the increasing infidelity among the 
thinking classes over Europe, in regard to the 
low tone of Christian faith and practice through 
the world, it cannot be said that by such unity 
as this, the world believes that the Father sent 
the Son. 



A higher result aimed at. 19 

No, my brethren, the deepest thinkers of the 
day are stretching forth to a unity which shall 
comprehend all these scattered members. They 
feel that if the sixteenth century was one of 
dispersion, the nineteenth and the twentieth 
must be one of re-union, if the Son of Man, 
when He cometh, is to ^'find /A» faith (as the 
original Greek is most correctly rendered) on 
the earth." While, on the one hand, opinions 
hitherto held in solution are being precipitated, 
and men are being called, as they never have 
been called before, to choose between a Chris- 
tianity organised, hierarchical, and dogmatic, 
and a scepticism implying sinfiil uncertainty of 
mind ; on the other hand, as the means of lo- 
comotion are developed, and true Christian 
civilization advances, prejudices are b^ng in- 
sensibly worn down, religious bitterness is giving 
way, and men are eoming to see that truth 
without love is an impossibility in the order of 
grace. And, as in the century preceding the 
Reformation, earnest men of all hues of opinion 
looked forward to the assembling of a General 
Council as the great cure of the evils of the 
day, so now may not we, laying to heart the 
great dangers we are in from our unhappy di« 
visions, hope, and labour, and pray for the hour 
when the Church of God shall again come to- 
gether in its glory and strength, when, com- 
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Hopes for the Future. 



pelled by the crushing assaults of the common 
foe, and animated by the earnest desire of peace, 
all who believe in the Divinity of our Blessed 
Savioub, and in the necessity of a visible Church 
as His organ, shall assemble under the guid- 
ance of God Himself — when every question 
shall be calmly discussed, every claim candidly 
weighed — ^when misunderstandings shall be 
righted, logomachies explained — when love shall 
hold the balance, and the Word of God be ar- 
biter — when the Holy Ghost shall be present, 
and Chbist Himself, as '' our Peace,*' ^' shall 
send the rod of His power out of Zion,*' and, 
drawing all hearts to Himself, " will raise the 
tabernacle of David that is fallen, and close up 
the breaches thereof; and will raise up its ruins 
and build it as in the days of old/' (Amos 
ix. 11.) 
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